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ALEVTINA OLSON AND TATIANA SNEJINA 


JANUARY 28 (legislative day, JANUARY 10), 1952.—Ordered to be printed 


Mr. McCarran, from the Committee on the Judiciary, submitted the 
following 


REPORT 


[To accompany 8. 1580] 


The Committee on the Judiciary, to which was referred the bill 
(S. 1580) for the relief of Alevtina Olson and Tatiana Snejina, having 
considered the same, reports favorably thereon with an amendment 
and recommends that the bill, as amended, do pass. 


AMENDMENT 


On lines 10 and 11 strike the words ‘‘one number’”’ and insert in lieu 
thereof the words ‘“‘two numbers’’. 


PURPOSE OF THE BILL 


The purpose of the bill, as amended, is to grant the status of per- 
manent residence in the United States to Alevtina Olson and Tatiana 
Snejina. The bill provides for appropriate quota deductions and for 
the payment of the required visa fees and head taxes. The bill, as 
originally introduced, provided for the deduction from the appropriate 
quota of only one number whereas two numbers must be deducted. 


STATEMENT OF FACTS 


The beneficiaries of the bill are 74- and 34-year-old natives and 
citizens of Russia who last entered the United States in transit to 
Brazil on October 13, 1949. They are mother and daughter and were 
last residents of Shanghai, China, where they were refugees from the 
Communist regime. The daughter was married in Shanghai to a mem- 
ber of the United States Marine Corps in 1941 who subsequently lost 
his life in the sinking of a Japanese prison ship. She is presently 
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receiving a pension from the United States Government as the widow 
of a United States veteran. 

A letter dated December 7, 1951, to the chairman of the Senate 
Committee on the Judiciary from the Deputy Attorney General with 
reference to the case reads as follows: 

DEcEMBER 7, 1951. 
Hon. Pat McCarran, 
Chairman, Committee on the Judiciary, 
United States Senate, Washington, D. C. 

My Dear Senator: This is in response to your request for the views of the 
Department of Justice relative to the bill (S. 1580) for the relief of Alevtina Olson 
and Tatiana Snejina, aliens. 

The bill would provide that Alevtina Olson and Tatiana Snejina shall be con- 
sidered to have been lawfully admitted into the United States for permanent 
residence as of the date of its enactment, upon payment of the required visa fees 
and head taxes. It would also direct the Secretary of State to instruct the proper 
quota-control officer to deduct two numbers from the appropriate immigration 
quota. 

The files of the Immigration and Naturalization Service of this Department 
disclose that the aliens, both widows, are natives of Russia and were last residents 
of Shanghai, China. They claim to be stateless. Mrs. Snejina was born at 
Rostov, Russia, on March 19, 1878, and her daughter, Mrs. Olson, was born at 
Habarovsk, Russia, on May 18, 1917. They last arrived in the United States at 
the port of San Francisco, Calif., on October 13, 1949, and were admitted under 
section 3 (3) of the Immigration Act of 1924, for a period of 60 days in transit to 
Brazil. They stated that they left Russia in the early 1930’s, apparently as 
refugees from the Communist regime, and that Mrs. Snejina’s husband, two sons, 
and a daughter were, executed by Soviet authorities in 1934. The aliens lived 
for 1 year each in Peking and Harbin, China, and then proceeded to Shanghai 
where they remained until 1949. The daughter, Mrs. Olson, was married in 
Shanghai on November 27, 1941, to Warrant Officer John Olson of the United 
States Marine Corps. Warrant Officer Olson lost his life on October 24, 1944, in 
the sinking of a Japanese prison ship on which he was being transported while a 
prisoner of war in the custody of the Japanese. 

According to Mrs. Olson, she and her mother applied for immigration visas and 
she was notified that, as the widow of a United States veteran, she would be able 
to obtain one. She did not, however, receive similar nofification regarding her 
mother. She stated that since she did not desire to leave her mother in Shanghai, 
she applied for and obtained immigration visas to Brazil, but that by the time 
they reached San Francisco, her mother’s physician warned that further travel 
would seriously endanger her mother’s health. They were thereupon granted 
permission to remain for 60 days in. transit to Brazil. They failed to depart at 
the proper time, however, and inasmuch as extensions of stay could not be granted, 
warrants of arrest were issued against them on July 6, 1950, on the ground that 
they had remained in the United States for longer periods that permitted under 
the Immigration Act of 1924. Since they could not meet any of the legal require- 
ments for relief from deportation, their deportation was ordered, which action 
was affirmed by the Board of Immigration Appeals under date of April 19, 1951. 
As the widow of a United States veteran, Mrs. Olson receives a Government 
pension of $70 monthly and at times she is employed. It is reported that Mrs. 
Snejina is confined to the house. 

The quota of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, to which the aliens are 
chargeable, is oversubscribed and immigration visas are not readily obtainable. 
In the absence of special legislation they may not remain in the United States 
indefinitely. 

Whether, under the circumstances in this case, the general provisions of the 
immigration laws should be waived presents a question of legislative policy 
concerning which this Department prefers not to make any recommendation. 

Sincerely, 


A. Devirr VANECH, 
Deputy Attorney General. 
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Senator William F. Knowland, the author of the bill, has submitted 
the following information in support of the bill: 


Unirep Srates SENATE, June 6, 1951. 
Hon. Pat McCarran, 
Chairman, Committee on the Judiciary, 
United States Senate, Washington, D. C. 

Dear SENATOR: May I take the liberty of requesting the Judiciary Committee’s 
early favorable consideration of S. 1580, which I introduced June 1, for the relief 
of Alevtina Olson and Tatiana Snejina. This bill is for two Russian women, 
mother and daughter, displaced persons and whose plight can only be ameliorated 
by the enactment of private legislation. 

Originally the family, consisting of father, mother, two sisters, and two brothers, 
resided in Siberia. The father was a well-to-do mill owner and operator, prior 
to the outbreak of the Bolshevik revolution in 1918. 

Thereafter, as conditions deteriorated, life for them became increasingly 
intolerable in that they were regarded undesirable because of their former station 
in life. In the end, persecution reached thestage where the family determined 
to escape to China. This they attempted but only the mother and one daughter 
were successful. The other members were captured by the Soviet frontier guards 
and confined in a concentration camp. Some were shot to death and the rest 
perished from hunger and overexertion. 

The mother, now over 72 years of age and the daughter 37, made their way to 
Shanghai. The daughter later became a registered nurse. 

Prior to the outbreak of World War II, the daughter married Mr. John Carney 
Olson, a member of the United States Marine Corps, who was stationed in Shang- 
hai. After.the war broke out, Mr. Olson was ordered to Manila and Mrs. Olson 
remained in Shanghai. Subsequently, when the United States Armed Forces 
capitulated to the Japanese, Lieutenant Olson was taken prisoner and died while 
being transported to Japan. Since then, Mrs. Olson has been receiving a widow’s 
pension of $75 per month from the Defense Department. 

When the Chinese Red army was about to enter Shanghai, Mrs. Olson and 
her mother were able to secure a visa from the Brazilian consul and they boarded 
an American steamer. They arrived in the United States on October 13, 1949, 
while in transit to Brazil, but have remained here ever since. 

After their arrival in San Francisco, the mother developed a cardiac condition, 
apparently due to too much strain while traveling. An extension of their transit 
visa for the United States has been requested. 

Prior to the introduction of S. 1580, I checked with the Immigration and 
Naturalization Service in order to determine whether or not some administrative 
adjustment might be available to these ladies. I have been advised by the 
Service, however, there is no provision of law whereby they might be permitted 
to remain in the United States in their present status, and it thus appears that 
only private legislation can aid them. 

Thank you for your courtesy in this matter, and if you feel I may be able to 
furnish additional information, please do not hesitate to call. 

Sincerely yours, 
Wiiuram F. KNOwLAND. 


The committee, after consideration of all the facts in the case, is 
of the opinion that the bill (S. 1580), as amended, should be enacted. 
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